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generous enthusiasm of the Court, stated that he would
make certain proposals to the Directors with regard to
his jagir, which he trusted would lead to an amicable
arrangement. He concluded by remarking that he
could not undertake the government of Bengal if Mr.
Sulivan, who was known to be his personal enemy and
whose views on Indian affairs differed completely from
his own, continued to occupy the chair. Mr. Sulivan,
on rising to reply, could scarcely obtain a hearing, and
when he attempted to try the result of a ballot he
could not find nine Proprietors willing to sign the
necessary requisition. Olive was forthwith nominated
Governor and Cornmander-in-Chief in Bengal; but he
refused to embark until the result of the election, on
April 25th, 1764, was known. When the day arrived
the contest was warm, but Olive triumphed. The elec-
tion of Mr. Sulivan was only carried by one vote; and
the chairman and his deputy were friends of the new
governor. Olive's right to his jagir was confirmed
for ten years, and in the following year his friends
succeeded in so strengthening their position on the
Direction that they were able to give him steady sup-
port whilst reforming the administrative service of
Bengal. To understand the nature of Olive's reforms,*
and the important services which he rendered to his
country during his last visit to India, it is necessary
to review the events which had occurred during his
absence.
When Olive left Calcutta Mr. Vansittart, his suc-
cessor, had not arrived, and the Government was carried
on by Mr. Holwell, the senior member of CounciL Mr.
Holwell could never forget his sufferings in the Black